7o	ASOICA AND HIS HOUSK
horse, he beheld with admiration the handsome person and majestic
stature of Pores, vlrhich somewhat exceeded five cubits. He saw,
too, with wonder, that he did not seem to he broken and abased in
spirit, but that he advanced to meet him as a bravo man would meet
another brave man after gallantly contending with another king in
defence of his kingdom, Then Alexander, who was the first to
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replied, 'For mine own sake, O Poros! thou shalt be so treated, but
do thou, in thine own behalf, ask for whatever boon thou pleusest,*
to which Poros replied that in what he had asked everything was
included. Alexander was more delighted than ever with this re*
joinder, and not only appointed Poros to govern his own IndianSj
but added to his original territory another of still greater extent.
Alexander thus treated this brave man as befitted a king, and he
consequently found him in all respects faithful and devoted to his
interests. Such, then, was the result of the battle in which Alexander
fought against Poros and the Indians of the other side of the H ydaspes
in the month of Mounychion of the year when Hegomon was
archon in Athens,	(Aftt,r McCrindle.)
II. A story illustrated in asokan sculpturx
The dpe*$ Swrifot
(Jataka, 497)
Once on a time,... the Bodhisat was born a« an ape. He grew
up strong and sturdy, and lived with his tribe of eighty thousand on
the foot-hills of Himalaya, Now by the banks of Ganges stood a
mango-tree with dense leaves and sweet fruits of heavenly taste and
smell, large as goblets. From one branch they fell to earth, from one
into the river, and from two into the cup of the trunk itself. . .*
Now despite the vigiknce.of the Bodhisat a fruit fell into the river,
arid was carried down to where the King of Benares was bathing.
It stuck in a net upstream, and as he was going home that evening
fishermen found it and brought it to him, None knowing what it
was he called his foresters who told him that it was a mango. So
making them taste it first he ate a piece himself, and gave some to
his women and ministers*
The taste of it filled his whole being with a desire to cat more.
Learning from the foresters where the tree stood he pushed upstream

